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The Department of the Interior said today that work has been completed on 

a dike and other facilities along the lower Colorado River to establish a stable 

water level in the Topock Marsh and maintain the area's important fish and 

wildlife and recreation resources. 

The Topock Marsh, on the Arizona side of the Colorado River midway between 

the Bureau of Reclamation's Davis and Parker dams, is an important wintering area 

for migratory waterfowl and supports a productive warm water fishery. It is part 

of the Havasu National Wildlife Refuge, administered and managed by the Bureau of 

Sport Fisheries and Wildlife. 

The value of the marsh for fish and wildlife and recreational purposes had 
been seriously reduced through natural forces by the scouring action of the 
Colorado River paralleling the marsh. This action degraded the river bed and 
lowered the water level in the marsh, thus preventing the circulation of fresh 
water essential for feeding and breeding of wildlife. 

A 3$mile-long dike, inlet channel, and inlet and outlet structures, and 
a dredged boating access channel at the lower end of the marsh near Topock have 
been constructed by the Bureau of Reclamation under a joint agreement with the 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, both agencies of the Department of the 
Interior, 

Further cooperative work between the two Interior agencies will result in 
establishing about 4,000 acres of open water in the marsh, about 3,000 acres of 
low land for waterfowl food production, and about 4,000 acres of more or less 
natural vegetation for cover areas for upland game and birds. 
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‘ Cons truct ion o f th e  d ike  a n d  th e  inlet a n d  o u tle t works  wi l l  insure  con trol led 
w a ter  levels wi th in Topock  Marsh  th a t wi l l  n o t vary with fluc tu a tions  in  th e  
Co lo rado  River,  a n d  wil l  p rov ide  dependab le  rest ing a n d  feed ing  a reas  fo r  m igra-  
tory  w a ter fow l  a n d  access th rough  th e  marsh  by  b o a t fo r  f ishing a n d  h u n tin g . 
These  faci l i t ies have  b e e n  specif ical ly des igned  to  u ti l ize n o t m o r e  th a n  th e  
a m o u n t o f w a ter  a l located to  Havasu  N a tiona l  W ildl i fe R e fu g e  by  th e  1 9 6 4  S u p r e m e  
Cou r t dec ree  in  A r izona vs. Cal i fornia.  

W ith  th e  deve lopmen t o f th e  d ike  a n d  o the r  faci l i t ies to  stabf l ize th e  
Topock  Marsh , it is expec te d  th a t th e  a rea  wil l  b e  m u c h  m o r e  a ttrac tive to  w a ter -  
fow l  a n d  th a t m a n y  m o r e  b i rds wi l l  m a k e  use  o f its rest ing a n d  feed ing  g rounds . 

Pe rsonne l  o f th e  Havasu  N a tiona l  W ildl i fe R e fu g e  es tim a te  th a t th e  marsh  
prov ides  a b o u t 1 2 5 ,0 0 0  man-days  o f f ishing a  year , La rge  m o u th  bass  a n d  ca tfish 
a b o u n d  in  th e  a rea . 

xxx 

(No te  to  E d itors: P h o tog raphs  o f th e  Topock  Marsh  a rea  a re  ava i lab le  from  
B u r e a u  o f Rec lama tio n , Wash ing to n , D . C . 2 0 2 4 0 .) 
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